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SUBJ: ELECTION OF NEW PROVISIONAL PRESIDENT OF SENATE? 

1. MRS. PERON YESTERDAY (APR 23) SIGNED DECREE CONVOKING 
NEXT SESSION OF CONGRESS. INAUGURAL SESSION WILL BE HELD 
MAY 1, AND AT THAT TIME MRS. PERON WILL DELIVER HER FIRST 
"STATE OF THE NATION" SPEECH. 

2. PREPARATORY SESSION WILL BE HELD APRIL 25 WITH PURPOSE 
OF ELECTING NEW OFFICERS. NO SIGNIFICANT CHANGES ARE 
EXPECTED IN THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES. IN THE SENATE, HOWEVER, 
JOSE ANTONIO ALLENDE IS EXPECTED TO LOSE HIS PLACE AS 
PROVISIONAL PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE. LA OPINION REPORTER 
WHO VISITED ALLENDE'S OFFICES YESTERDAY REPORTED ATMOSPHERE 
OF GLOOM. AND QUOTED ONE STAFF AIDE AS SAYING IT WAS ALL 
OVER FOR ALLENDE. 

3. BULK OF PERONIST SENATORS WISH TO REPLACE ALLENDED WITH 
TOP PERONIST. AS ONE PERONIST SOURCE PUT IT: "ALLENDE IS 

AN EXCELLENT MAN. WE ADMIRE HIM. BUT HE ISN’T A PERONIST, 

AND IF ANYTHING HAPPENDED TO MRS. PERON HE WOULD NOT BE 
ABLE TO STEP IN EASILY AND EFFECTIVELY AS PRESIDENT OF 
THE REPUBLIC". SENATORS CARLOS EVANS (MENDOZA) AND 
ITALO LUDER (BUENOS AIRES PROVINCE) SEEM TO HAVE THE 
INSIDE TRACK AS REPLACEMENTS FOR ALLENDE, WITH THE 
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4. INTERESTINGLY, RAUL LASTRIRI (AS VICE PRESIDENT OF 
PERONIST PARTY) REPORTEDLY HAS TOLD PERONIST SENATORS THAT 
MRS. PERON WANTS TO LEAVE PRESIDENCY OF THE SENATE UNFILLED. 
THERE IS STRONG OPPOSITION TO THIS FROM PERONIST AS WELL 
AS OTHER BLOCS. MRS. PERON'S RATIONALE IN WANTING 
TO LEAVE SPOT UNFILLED OR TO LEAVE ALLENDED IN IT (WHICH 
REPORTEDLY WAS HER WISH SOME WEEKS BACK) IS OBVIOUS. 
PRESIDENT OF SENATE IS NEXT IN ORDER OF SUCCESSION TO TAKE 
OVER AS PRESIDENT OF NATION (THERE NOW BEING NO VICE 
PRESIDENT). ALLENDE WOULD NOT HAVE SUFFICIENT BACKING, 
HOWEVER, TO ACT EFFECTIVELY AS PRESIDENT; NEITHER WOULD 
LASTIRI OR CHIEF JUSTICE BERCAITZ (THE OTHER DESIGNATED 
SUCCESSORS). THE FACT, THEN, THAT THERE IS NO VIABLE 
SUCCESSOR TO MRS. PERON IS AN INHIBITING FACTOR FOR ANYONE 
WHO MIGHT WISH TO MOVE AGAINST HER. WERE THERE A STRONG 
"PRESIDENCIABLE" FIGURE IN THE SENATE JOB, HER CHANCES 
OF SURVIVAL IN OFFICE WOULD BE REDUCED. HENCE, SHE 
WOULD RATHER SEE THE SLOT VACANT, OR FILLED BY ALLENDE. 

THE PERONIST POLITICIANS, ON THE OTHER HAND, HAVE OTHER 
INTERESTS. THEY ARE THINKING OF THE FUTURE AND OF THE 
DIFFICULT POSITION IN WHICH THEY WOULD FIND THEMSELVES 
SHOULD MRS. PERON BE FORCED OUT WITH NO VIABLE PERONIST 
IN PLACE TO STEP INTO THE PRESIDENCY. THUS, WHILE 
MRS. PERON FAVORS A VACUUM IN THE SENATE, THEY WANT 
TO PLACE A STRONG FIGURE IN THE SENATE PRESIDENCY. 

THE ELECTION IN THE SENATE APRIL 25, THEREFORE, MAY 
WELL SHAPE UP AS ONE OF THE KEYS TO THE FUTURE. 

HILT. 
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